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COUNTY ASSEMBLY OF KILIFI 
 

THE HANSARD 
 

Monday, 10th November, 2014 
 

The House met at the Temporary Chambers at the defunct Malindi Municipal Council, Malindi 
Town, 2.30 p.m. 

 
[The Speaker (Hon. Kahindi): in the Chair] 

 
PRAYER 

 
COMMUNICATION FROM THE CHAIR 

 
DISBURSEMENT OF FUNDS TO COUNTIES 

 
The Speaker (Hon. Kahindi): I have one communication to make. First, my apology for 

being late; I had some issues to discuss with the finance people. It is rather unfortunate that as a 
County Assembly, we have run short of funds completely and the hope of getting money from 
the controller of budget has hit a snag. We went to Court two months ago and the reasons why 
we went to Court was to object to the ceilings that have been put by the CRA (Commission on 
Revenue Allocation). The Court ordered that because Counties need to operate, we should get 
fifty percent of the entire budget and that was the consistory that we supported. Unfortunately, 
CRA have gone behind that Court order and have been giving Counties money as per the ceiling; 
which is the reason why we went to Court. So, what the CRA had projected was that this County 
Assembly was going to spend Ksh 400 million in one financial year for all the salaries of MCAs 
(Members of County Assembly), all the salaries of staff, and all the other expenditure. So they 
gave Ksh 200 million out of Ksh 400 million which now forms fifty percent of the ceilings. 
Now, out of all that, Ksh 98 million had already been earmarked for payment of salaries for 
everybody.  

The County Assembly has so far spent about another Ksh 98 million. So the Clerk made 
a request to the County Executive and the Chief Finance Officer (CFO). The Chief Finance said 
he made a request to Nairobi, but it was declined. I had a meeting with Ben Kai (County CFO); 
he had to come to my office to explain these things to me because I told him it will make no 
sense if you tell me that we don’t have money. Now, there is a lot of work to be done at the 
County Assembly that requires money. I don’t know what we will do. We will need to sacrifice, 
and do the same like what other Counties have done. I’m consulting with others, because we are 
not the only ones. Bomet has ground to a halt because the fifty percent ceiling which it was given 
has been exhausted, and CRA said that they are not releasing any other money. In fact our 
request for fund was rejected.  The Clerk says that there is only Ksh 4 million which is in the 
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account and he doesn’t even know how to spend it, because if that runs out, then it will be very 
bad.  

So, after going through a lot of work and seeing so many requests which are there, I just 
want to go on record that as it is, we don’t have any money at all and last week we thought our 
request is going to be approved by this week, but the bad news is that it was rejected. So 
basically, I had to come by myself to explain to you that things are very bad. The Assembly has 
not received money at all and we don’t know when it is going to be received. So there is only 
one thing that I am going to do; I’ll have to go to Nairobi and meet with other Speakers and the 
advocate Tom Ojienda so we see the best way forward. If we have to continue doing business, 
then we are either doing business in arrears or we are not doing business altogether because I 
can’t imagine Members fuelling their vehicles to do County Government business that is not 
being paid for. Its either we are here working or we are not working altogether. That is the reason 
why I have been consulting all long, and the County Secretary just came to my office telling me 
the same thing. It’s not good news but of course that is the position. I will keep you up-dated 
because I’m trying to consult. I will see if there is anything that we can do to receive money in 
time. People will decide how we will operate without money. We are better off grounding 
everything. The decision will be made by the majority; not me. That is the position as it is; no 
money in the bank. Work has to be done; how it is going to be done, I don’t know. But it’s a 
sacrifice sometimes.  

Clerk -at-the-Table: We have a Motion from Hon. Anthony Nzaka, but he has requested 
to move it to tomorrow morning. 

Clerk -at-the-Table: We have two Bills, The Kilifi County Coconut Bill 2014, First 
Reading, and the Kilifi County Emblems, Symbols and Order of protocol Bill 2014, First 
Reading.   

The Speaker (Hon. Kahindi): Honourable Mwachenda, your name appears on the Order 
Paper, please proceed. 

BILLS 
 

THE KILIFI COUNTY COCONUT BILL, 2014 
 

First Reading 
 

Hon. Mwachenda: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, Sir. Let me take you through the first 
reading of the Kilifi County Coconut Bill, 2014.  

A Bill for an Act for the County Assembly of Kilifi to provide for the promotion and 
regulation of the production, processing, marketing and research of coconut, and the 
development of the Coconut Industry in Kenya to provide for the establishment of the Kilifi 
County Coconut Organization and for connected purposes.  

Thank you Mr. Speaker Sir. 
The Speaker (Hon. Kahindi): Thank you. Anybody to second the Bill? 
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(Hon. Mangi stood at his place to second the Bill) 

 
The Speaker (Hon. Kahindi): Thank you Hon. Daniel Mangi. I now commit this Bill to 

the Committee on Agriculture. I want to take this opportunity to rate the position on Standing 
Order 120; that the said committee has 20 days within which to take this Bill to the public. I 
don’t know how you will do that because there is no money, but that is what the law says and the 
Committee is supposed to do a report to the House on or before 20 days from today, failure to 
which, the House Business Committee shall make a consultation with the Member or the 
Chairperson and bring the Bill for a Second Reading. If the Chairperson would not have tabled 
the report within those 20 days, he/she will have to report to the Liaison Committee on the 
reason why that Bill was not tabled.  
Now, that is the clear position on Standing Order 120. There is no extension; for any Chairperson 
who is here and wishes to get an extension, I will not allow an extension and the reason being 
that legislation maximum time required is six (6) months for the Bill to have been enacted into 
law. There is a reason why its 20 days and not 30 days. So 20 days is going to be enough to do 
public participation and you don’t need to go knock on people’s doors. This Bill is on the 
website. What the Chairperson of Agriculture needs to do is to go to the Clerk, publish it in the 
newspapers for Members of the public to forward memorandum to the Clerk. All the Members of 
the County Assembly can have these Bills in their offices, but within 20 days, the Chairperson 
must table a report before the Assembly. That report would be debated. Failure to which, the 
House Business Committee, shall select a day in which the Second Reading shall be done and 
then the Chairperson should report to the Liaison Committee. That’s not my reading it is a 
reading of Standing Order 120. My fear Chairman is whether you are going to carry this Bill in 
the boot of your car because I don’t know how you are going to do public participation without 
funds. I mean it’s the reality. However, put it in the newspaper and let people read about it; 
whoever gets to see let them see it so that if they want us to go to the ground then the 
government should know that we need  money without  which we  go to the Second Reading, put 
the Bill and we finish. We still have to proceed any way. 

 
THE KILIFI COUNTY EMBLEMS, SYMBOLS AND ORDER OF PROTOCOL BILL, 

2014 
 

First Reading 
 

Hon. Kenga: Thank you very much Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, allow me to table before 
the House, the Kilifi County Emblems, Symbols and Order of Protocol Bill, 2014.  

A Bill for an Act of the County Assembly of Kilifi to decide and provide for the County 
Flag, the County court of Arms, the County public seal and the standard and to prevent the 
improper use of the County Symbols for professional or commercial purposes and for connected 
purposes. Thank you very much. 
  The Speaker (Hon. Kahindi): Before I get somebody to second, it is good that it goes on 
record because this is a Government Bill, and ordinarily, it should have been presented by the 
Leader of Majority. Could you kindly state if you have been given a go ahead by the Leader of 
Majority? 
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Hon. Kenga: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, Sir. I have been in consultation with the office of 
the Clerk and the information is that, the Leader of Majority is not in a position to table the Bill 
before the House today and he has therefore instructed me to take his position and table it before 
the House. 
     The Speaker (Hon. Kahindi): Thank you very much. Anybody to second that? 
 

(Hon. Kiraga stood at his place to second) 
 

The Speaker (Hon. Kahindi): Thank you Hon. Kiraga. Again, this Bill will now go to the 
Committee on Delegated Legislation. Is the Chairman around? The Vice-Chair? Yes Hon. 
Muthoka, you will also need to finalize and again the Government has said that there will be no 
harambees, so I don’t know how you  are going to get money, but you also have 20 days within 
which to do your public participation and report back to the House. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 

 
The Speaker (Hon. Kahindi): In the absence of any other business in the Order Paper, I 

want to adjourn this sitting and wish you all the best of luck. 
  

The House rose at 2:45 p.m. 
 
 
 


