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COUNTY ASSEMBLY OF KILIFI 
 

THE HANSARD 
 

Tuesday, 17
th 
February, 2015 

 
The House met at the Temporary Chambers at the defunct Malindi Municipal Council, 

Malindi Town, 9.30 a.m. 

 

[The Temporary Speaker (Hon. (Ms.) Ngala in the Chair] 

 

PRAYERS 

 

STATEMENT 

 

A RESPONSE TO A STATEMENT BY HON. NZARO ON SHORTAGE OF DRUGS 

IN GANZE DISPENSARIES  

 

Hon. Kiraga: Thank you very much, Madam Speaker, for giving me this chance to table 

some papers. Madam Speaker, I wish to table these papers in response to a statement that was 

raised in this County Assembly by Hon. Japhet Nzaro, the MCA for Ganze Ward. I wonder 

whether he is in the House, but let me just proceed. 

Madam Speaker, Hon. Nzaro wanted to know the following: Madam Speaker, some of 

the statements which were issued by Hon. Nzaro in the papers you have are faint and others 

cannot even be read. I just want to read what was raised and the response. Madam Speaker, the 

first issue Hon. Nzaro wanted to know was whether the CEC Member is aware that there are no 

anti-malaria drugs and other essential drugs in our dispensaries in Ganze.  

Let me give the response to that Madam Speaker. It is true that there has been a shortage 

of anti-malaria drugs in the whole of Kenya especially the adult doses. Kenya Medical Supplies 

Authority (KEMSA) has been distributing the pediatric doses and Kilifi County received two 

consignments. The copies of the delivery notes are attached. The Health Department also 

procured the adult dosages from Mission for Essential Drugs (MEDS) and ensured distribution 

was done and the copy of the delivery note is also attached.  

The procured anti-malaria drugs were distributed to health facilities within the entire 

County on ration due to inadequate stocks. Currently, anti malarial drugs were received the week 

of 1
st
 December, 2014 and distribution is ongoing Countywide to the dispensaries and health 

centres. Madam Speaker, we could not make some copies of the delivery note or the invoices 

because it is just one item and bearing in mind that yesterday there was power failure. However, 

we have the delivery notes here, for example; Shongoleni dispensary and Kakoneni dispensary, 

to ascertain that drugs were distributed in most of the dispensaries.  

Madam Speaker, moving forward, Hon. Nzaro also wanted to know whether the CEC is 

aware that the purported drugs received in hospitals in Ganze dispensaries were alleged 

consignment of syringes used for immunization of small children. 

Madam Speaker, in response to that I wish to say that the issue of the consignment which 

His Excellency the Governor Amason Jeffa Kingi launched in May 2014 being immunization 
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syringes is not a true statement as evidenced by all attached copies of delivery notes from 

KEMSA to the health facilities including Ganze Health Centre. Attached are all the copies for 

your perusal. 

 Madam Speaker, you should be aware that, what was projected by Hon. Nzaro is not the 

mandate of the County Government to issue immunization. We have a body which is still within 

the National Government to issue immunization to small children in this County. The issue of 

immunization still lies within the National Government, so to say that the consignments which 

were issued by his Excellency the Governor at Karisa Maitha Stadium were merely 

immunization items is purely wrong because that is not the function of the County Government, 

as the department of health is concerned.  

 Madam Speaker, Hon. Nzaro also wanted to know why the medical personnel report late 

to work and leave early when offering services to our people in these dispensaries.   

The response to that, Madam Speaker, is that this statement cannot be refuted. There is 

the possibility of health workers reporting late. We have received few complaints. The serious 

issue is actually misconduct on the part of any health worker reporting late or leaving early from 

a health facility. Measures put in place by the County Health Management Teams and Sub-

County Health Management Teams are to strengthen supportive supervision to all our 

dispensaries and health centres for the purpose of monitoring and evaluating service delivery to 

the Community.  

At the hospital level i.e. Malindi, Kilifi, Mariakani, Bamba, and Jibana hospitals, clock 

in/out registers are maintained in these facilities. Kindly when any issue on reporting to work late 

or absenteeism to our health facilities is noted in any Ward, I kindly request honourable 

Members to notify the following for follow up: 

  

� Dr. Swabah A. Omar- CEC in charge of Health- +254 722 579 595 

� Dr. Timothy Koe Malingi-Chief Officer in charge of Health –+254 721 404 254 

� Dr. Anisa A. Omar- Tell +254 722 796 220 

� The Health Chairperson- Tell +254 720 397 064 

� And any other Member of the Health Committee. 

 

Hon. Mlanda: Point of order, Madam Speaker. On page one of the report that the Hon. 

Member is reading on the telephone number of Dr. Swabah A. Omar, we cannot see the numbers 

written on the copies we have. 

Hon. Kiraga: Thank you very much Madam Speaker. I think I had earlier on said that 

there are some prints which are very faint and will require strong eye sight. 

Hon. Mlanda: Madam Speaker, it is not a matter of the printed copy being faint, there 

are no telephone numbers on the copies.  

Hon. Kiraga: Madam Speaker, I am sorry for that; there are no numbers and that is why 

I am reading the numbers.  

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. (Ms.) Ngala): Hon. Kiraga, kindly observe the Standing 

Orders. Hon. Mlanda is on the floor. 

Hon. Mlanda: Madam Speaker, it is not a matter of being funny but it is important that 

we also have the numbers. Thank you. 

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. (Ms.) Ngala): Yes Hon. Mlanda, that is noted. Hon. 

Kiraga, please proceed. 
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Hon. Kiraga: Thank you Madam Speaker. That is why I am reading these numbers so 

that Members can note them on their report. 

The Temporary Speaker (Hon (Ms.) Ngala): Honourable Members, please note the 

numbers as they are being read, and in future please Hon. Kiraga read what is on the notice. You 

can continue Hon. Kiraga. 

Hon. Kiraga: Thank you, for protecting me Madam Speaker. Statement number four; 

Hon. Nzaro also wanted to confirm whether drugs are being sold by medical personnel to the 

patients. In response to that Madam Speaker, there is no evidence for or against the health 

facility staff selling drugs to patients. One way to safeguard these issues is that we are working 

with partners who are Clinton Health Initiative (CHI) to install Heath Commodity Management 

Platform (HCMP) in our facilities. So far, we have implemented this in 20 health facilities and 

currently, we are rolling it out to 30 more health care facilities. The purpose of the HCMP is 

expected to highlight any abnormal activity that may be occurring including privilege. The other 

is strengthening routine supervision and commodity audit. Commodity audit is also being 

undertaken.  

Madam Speaker, Statement five; Hon. Nzaro, also wanted to know the steps the County 

Executive Committee Member (CEC) is undertaking to fast track procurement of the essential 

drugs. 

 In response to that Madam Speaker, the procurement of essential medical commodities 

has been a big challenge due to the bureaucracy of the public procurement process. A 

procurement Committee has been put in place for the County Health Department and 

appointments made by letters. The Health Department has also entered into a Memorandum of 

Understanding (MOU) with KEMSA which outlines the engagement rules including 14 days 

delivery period on placement of an order. Currently, there is a high rate of health commodity 

platform as mentioned before. This will assist in monetary consumption and online replacement 

of facility orders. This is expected to enhance procurement and overall commodity management 

within the health facilities. The other issue which Hon. Nzaro wanted to know or be given a 

list… 

 

(Hon (Ms.) Mbeyu stood on a Point of Order) 

 

Hon (Ms.) Mbeyu: Thank you, Madam Speaker. I have noted a handbag on top of the 

table. I wonder if you are aware of that bag next to you, Madam Speaker. Secondly, I need 

direction; the one who brought this Statement in the House is seated in the gallery as he is being 

answered by the Chairman of Health despite the fact that these statements need him to listen very 

well. Thank you. 

The Temporary Speaker (Hon (Ms.) Ngala): Thank you. That is noted, Hon (Ms.) 

Mbeyu. Hon. Nzaka is not around. 

Hon (Ms.) Mbeyu: It’s Hon. Nzaro and not Hon. Nzaka. 

The Temporary Speaker (Hon (Ms.) Ngala): Okay, Hon. Nzaro is not around. 

Hon (Ms.) Mbeyu: I had noticed him sitting at the gallery, Madam Speaker. 

The Temporary Speaker (Hon (Ms.) Ngala): I am sorry, I am not seeing him and he is 

not around. Hon. Kiraga you can continue. 

Hon. Kiraga: Thank you very much Madam Speaker. So… 

 

(Hon. Kenga stood on a Point of Order) 
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Hon. Kenga: Thank you very much, Madam Speaker. Hon. (Ms.) Mbeyu stood on a 

point of order concerning the handbag that is placed on the table. Madam Speaker, we don’t 

know whose handbag that is and we are worried about our security. So if it is not an honourable 

Member’s handbag, can it be taken out so that we are assured of our security. Anything could 

happen, please. 

 

(Laughter) 

 

The Temporary Speaker (Hon (Ms.) Ngala): Let it be removed from the House please, 

and those concerned can take it later. 

 

(Laughter) 

 

The Temporary Speaker (Hon (Ms.) Ngala): It seems it has gotten its owner. However, 

we had given the first order for it to be removed. Let it be removed and let it be taken out so that 

the Serjeant- At- Arms can do his work. Meanwhile, Hon. Kiraga continue… 

  

(The Serjeant-At-Arms picked the handbag and removed it from the chambers) 

 

 

Hon. Kiraga: Thank you, Madam Speaker. Although I am not very happy because my 

deliberations are being interrupted save for…, I think that is the order of the day. 

 

(Hon. Nzaro walked into the Chambers) 

  

Hon. Kiraga: Madam Speaker, Hon. Nzaro who has now arrived also wanted to be 

provided with a list of the visits the CEC has made to these hospitals and the steps she has taken 

to address the challenges faced.  

Madam Speaker, the schedule we have is only for Kilifi County Hospital; the CEC and 

his team have made 10 visits; in Malindi Sub-County hospital they have made five visits, in 

Mariakani Sub-County Hospital four visits, in Ganze Health Centre two visits and as it can be 

seen on that list up to number 31 that Watamu Dispensary was visited once. 

 Madam Speaker, the other issue Hon. Nzaro wanted to get clarification on is the 

Community Health workers (CHWs) who were initially on the payroll of the National 

Government, and now with County Governments in place, why they are not being paid.  

In response to that, the Community Health Workers form part of the community strategy. 

The strategy is all about establishing Community Units at the sub-location level covering 

approximately 6,000 populations. Whereas a sub-location population is big; about 10,000 - 

12,000 then two community units are established. The Community Unit is linked to a health 

facility either hospital, health centre or a dispensary.  

The Community strategy was implemented in Kenya in 2007, during the implementation 

of the annual operation plan three. Within one community unit; 50 CHW’s are selected based on 

a set guidance and criteria through participatory process of the community; village elders, sub-

chiefs and chiefs. The role of the CHW’s is to promote health messages and conduct health 
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education to community that is level one. In addition, they also get training on health packages 

like malaria, family planning, sanitation and reproductive health.  

During the selection process of the CHW’s, it is made very clear that there are volunteers. 

In some areas where implementation was done by partners e.g. these partners were paying 

CHW’s Kshs. 2,000 for purpose of travel reimbursement as they visited households or when 

attending meetings; the National Government then never paid allowances or salaries. 

Consultations between the Ministry of Health and the Ministry of Labour were held at the 

National level and it was agreed the minimum package should be Kshs. 7,000 which the National 

Government was not able to implement because of the huge wage bill. Hence, to overcome this 

challenge, a stakeholders meeting was carried out at different levels to come up with ways of 

sustainability. Where a Community Unit is established by the Government, then there is no 

allowance paid. The partners were requested to provide seed money to the Community Units in 

order to enable them come up with income generating activities to be able them to take care of 

themselves.  

Madam Speaker, I beg to end here and this is the response as called upon by Hon. Nzaro. 

As I have said earlier, the delivery notes are with me and are now under public scrutiny. Thank 

you very much, Madam Speaker.  

The Temporary Speaker (Hon (Ms.) Ngala):  Thank you Hon. Kiraga for that report. I 

now propose that the Assembly debates on the tabled response. Anybody with contributions on 

the report given? Yes Hon. Chai. 

Hon. Chai: Asante sana, Madam Spika, kwa kunipatia nafasi ya kuweza kuchangia ripoti 

hii. Nafikiri nitajaribu kuangalia katika hizi zinazoitwa vouchers. Zile ambazo zilinunua haya 

madawa nafikiri ingekuwa vizuri kama zingekuwa zimesomwa moja baada ya nyingine ili tujue 

kwamba ni kweli hospitali zile zote ambazo zimetajwa hapa zilipelekewa kwa sababu kuna 

uwezekano ya kwamba zingine zilikosa. Naona zimesomwa tatu ambapo naona kuna uwezekano 

kuwa hiyo Ganze sikuisikia ikisomwa. Kwa hivyo, kuna uwezekano kwamba dawa 

hazikupelekwa kule  na delivery note. Kwa hivyo, ingekuwa vizuri tuwe tutaweza kusomewa 

hizo ili tuone angalau kila hospitali ambayo imetajwa hapa iwe ilipata.  

Kitu kingine ambacho nilikuwa najaribu kukiangalia hapa ni upande wa haya mambo ya 

kuripoti kazini. Kupitia kwa Bw. Mwenyekiti hawa watu wetu… zimetajwa hospitali kadhaa 

ambazo ziko na hivyo vitabu ambavyo vinaangalia lakini sio hospitali zote ambazo zinaangaliwa 

mpaka sasa. Wale wahudumu wa hosipitali zile wamekuwa wanaingia kazini wakati ule 

wanaotaka na wakati mwingine nikiangalia hata kule kwangu, mgonjwa anafika pale yuko katika 

hali ambayo haieleweki lakini mhudumu yule anasema kuwa wakati huu, muda wangu umeisha. 

Kwa hivyo, sijajua kama idara itachukua hatua gani kwa vitu kama hivi.  

 Kuhusiana na hawa wahudumu na mda ambao wanaingia na kutoka kazini, sijui itakuwa 

namna gani, lakini ni hoja ambayo itakuwa ya maana kuona kwamba wakati ule wao wa kutoka 

angalau kuwe kuna mtu ambaye yuko pale wa dharura kwa sababu imekuwa kawaida kwa 

wananchi wakati wahudumu pale wanapotoka hakuna mwengine pale kwa dharura yoyote 

inakuwa ni hatari kwa mgonjwa yoyote ambaye atakuja pale. Ni maswala ambayo kama 

yatashuhulikiwa yatatusaidia.  

Kuna mengine pia nikienda katika Idara ya Afya pia katika ile tabia ya wafanyakazi kwa 

sababu ninasema hivyo kwa sababu kuna wakati nikitoa mfano kule Jaribuni nilikataa daktari 

mmoja ambaye alikuwa na tabia ambayo haieleweki halafu baadaye ikaja ikaoneka kuwa ni kwa 

sababu alikuwa kabila fulani ndio ikaonekana simtaki. Ni lazima katika hii hali waone kwamba 

katika hizo tabia za wafanyikazi kama hao nafikiri ingekuwa vizuri kwamba wakati wote wawe 
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wanapitiwa pitiwa hasa na hawa mawaziri badala ya kuona kwamba hapa ukiangalia zile 

zahanati zote zimepitiwa mara moja; kupitiwa mara moja peke yake katika hii miaka mitatu yote 

nafikiri hiyo mara moja si vizuri. Kwa hivyo, wahudumu pale wanafanya vile wanavyotaka, 

tabia za watu wa pale zinakuwa za watu waliozoea na wanaendelea kufanya hivyo na wakati sisi 

wanasiasa tukija tukiingilia mambo kama hayo, unakuja kukukuta kwamba inasemekana 

kwamba unaleta siasa katika hospitali ile. Sio siasa, bali kama kiongozi katika sehemu ile lazima 

nihakikishe kwamba huduma za hospitali ile zinaendelea vizuri. Kwa hayo, ninashukuru na 

nawapa pongezi pia katika hali yao ya kuleta majibu ya maswala hayo. Asante. 

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. (Ms.) Ngala): Thank you. Hon Chai. Yes, Hon. Matsaki. 

Hon. Matsaki: Thank you, Madam Speaker. I tried to go through the list of visits that Dr. 

Sabah made but I didn’t see any of the facilities in my Ward. Whereas we have Lenga 

Dispensary, Kambe Dispensary and Ribe Health Centre; I don’t know when is he going to visit 

these facilities because I am sure we have problems down there. 

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. (Ms.) Ngala): Yes Mheshimiwa. 

Hon. Pascal: Thank you, Madam Speaker, for giving me this opportunity to contribute. I 

would like to take this opportunity to congratulate this Committee for a job well done, and again 

take the same opportunity to highlight a few issues that I feel the Committee did not address.  

Madam Speaker, we understand that this report points out the reasons for health workers 

reporting late, but again the Committee has failed to point out the reasons that could have 

contributed to these workers getting late to their places of work. Madam Speaker, we understand 

that, for example in my’ Ward, I have had an opportunity to pass through these health facilities. 

The workers have explained to me their reasons for coming to work late. Most of these reasons 

are genuine because, for example, the reasons they normally give is that some of these health 

facilities do not have housing facilities for these workers. So they have actually given the reason 

that they have wanted to get there in good time, but the problem is that they reside very far away 

from their work stations.  

I would have wanted this Committee to point out on the plans they have to house these 

workers near these health facilities so that at least they can be found in good time, especially in 

the very remote health facilities where you sometimes find some emergencies during the night. It 

is really difficult to handle these issues because you cannot get these peoples around the Health 

Centre. 

 I would also like to urge the honourable Chair of this Committee to look into ways and 

means especially to work with the CEC Health to have a clear plan for those workers to be 

housed in these areas so that we can at least eradicate these problems they always point out.  

Madam Speaker, I also have another issue about the health facilities that have been 

pointed out here. Only 31 have been highlighted. We believe there are so many. As my colleague 

has just pointed out, his has not been highlighted and I believe there are so many that have not 

been highlighted. This leaves a lot to be desired. I believe if in the entire Kilifi County we have 

only seen 31 health sectors being highlighted, it means the CEC Member plus the Committee has 

a lot of work to do. To ensure that each and every facility and especially those in the rural areas 

where medication is a problem are properly highlighted. We need to have a good routine 

checkup of all that happens there, at least to ensure that we uplift the health standards of our 

people.  

An additional item I would like to point out is about the payments or rather the 

allowances for the PHWs. Madam Speaker; we understand that these PHWs were appointed in 

almost every part in Kenya. The problems they have had are those that they are not getting 
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anything and as this report points out, there was a plan by the national government to sort them 

out in terms of allowances, but that planned flopped. What good plan does the Committee have 

for these PHWs?  

Madam, Speaker, I believe they are doing the donkey work. They are always busy in the 

field and it seems that the County Government does not have something for them. We need to 

actually address their needs because we believe they are parents, they. To give them something is 

good as it will uplift their living standards. I would urge the Committee to highlight on the 

welfare of these PHWs. Thank you Madam Speaker. 

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. (Ms.) Ngala): Yes Hon. Kenga. 

Hon. Kenga: Thank you very much Madam Speaker. Allow me to make my contribution 

as regarding the paper that has been tabled before the House and the report that we have 

received. I want to start by congratulating the Honourable Member who requested for this 

statement, but also point out that this report is not conclusive. It is not conclusive because if you 

look at the report, it is talking about an audit that is still in the process. Madam Speaker, I 

understand that this statement was requested before we broke for recess and we have been out for 

many months. They should have brought a conclusive report that the audit was carried out. This 

audit was supposed to address the issues of whether it is true that health workers are selling 

drugs to the public yet these drugs are supposed to be given to the people free of charge.  

Madam Speaker, it is a primary function of the County Government to provide basic 

health care. If you look at Article 43 of the Constitution, Madam Speaker, and I want to quote so 

that Members and especially those of the Health Committee are in line with what the constitution 

says, is that 43 1 (a) “every person has the right to the highest attainable standard of health which 

includes the right to health care services including reproductive health care”. This is a provision 

under the constitution which is the supreme law of the land.  

Madam Speaker, we are not doing any better to the people of Kilifi if we allow health 

workers to sale drugs that have already been purchased and they are supposed to go to the people 

free of charge. Madam Speaker, allow me to point out another issue that hinders the provision of 

health services to the people. Madam Speaker, look at page one; the first part which is talking 

about the issue of Mission for Essential Drugs and the second half paragraph which says, “…The 

Health Department also procured the adult doses from Mission for Essential Drugs and ensured 

distribution copy of the delivery note attached…The procured meds were distributed to health 

facilities within the entire County on rotation due to inadequate stock.” If we are giving health 

services on rotational distribution, I don’t know where we are taking our people to.  

The people of Kayafungo and the people of Mwanamwinga cannot be left to suffer 

because we are looking at providing health services to maybe the people of Jaribuni Ward, Tezo 

Ward or the other wards. These people need these health provisions at the same time. We don’t 

want this issue of rotational distribution of drugs within the County. It is a devolved function for 

which the concerned departments and the people that we have employed to carry out these 

functions are supposed to look at ways of making sure that there is adequate and sufficient 

supply of these drugs in all the hospitals, dispensaries and health facilities that we have within 

the County.  

As a result, people will be able to access these drugs whenever they are in need of. That 

is why as a County we have given this department a lot of funds. I know that the funds may not 

be adequate because we are also limited in other departments but I believe proper planning could 

take us where we want to get to. What we are currently witnessing in the Country are people 
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migrating and we have all migrated from the analogue system of broadcast to the digital system 

of broadcast.  

I want to take you through a statement that has been given on the last paragraph of page 

one; an item that has been put on how to address the issues of punctuality and absenteeism. This 

is where they are saying they are going to maintain manual registers for clocking in and out. This 

thing when carried out manually is prone to manipulation by people which we want to address. 

What we need is to digitalize. We have the Information Communication and Technology (ICT) 

department with a CEC Member who is in charge of ICT.  

Madam Speaker, sitting ahead of me is the Chair for ICT within the County Assembly of 

Kilifi and I know they brought to this Assembly a request to visit all the health facilities since 

they want to install electronic registers where at the touch by a finger one is known to have 

reported at such and such a time and then when leaving, the same process happens so that 

nobody is there to manipulate. Then these people can now be paid their salaries for the work that 

they have done but not what we are currently witnessing.  

Madam Speaker, I want to urge the ICT Department to address the issues of punctuality 

and absenteeism so that people report to work at the right time and leave at the right time and we 

are able to address the issues of absenteeism and that there is no manipulation.  

Madam Speaker, I wish to say thank you. I urge the committee to take into consideration 

and implement all the issues with the urgency required in order for the people of Kilifi to get 

better health services. Thank you very much.  

 

(Hon. Mbeyu stood on a Point of Order) 

 

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. (Ms.) Ngala): Yes Hon. (Ms.) Mbeyu. 

Hon. (Ms.) Mbeyu: Thank you. Madam Speaker, I need your guidance. I have noted 

with a lot of disappointment that all Members of the Health Committee have walked out of this 

House leaving the Chairman to be supported by other Members who don’t belong to the Health 

Committee. Please let it be noted, because I have seen more than three Members who were 

seated here walking out of the chamber. It is not in order because we need them to support their 

report, so that we can also support it. Thank you.  

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. (Ms.) Ngala): Thank you Hon.  (Ms.) Mbeyu. Yes, Hon. 

Nzaro. 

Hon. Nzaro: Thank you, Madam Speaker, for giving me this chance to air my sentiments 

on the report as tabled by the Chairman of Health. I wish to congratulate the Member for giving 

us a comprehensive report. However, there are issues in this report which needed to come to the 

attention of this Assembly.  

First, Madam Speaker, I want to correct the notion created that there is a Member in this 

Assembly called ‘Hon. James Nzaro.’ Madam Speaker, I think this report may not be the one 

intended for this Assembly. Kindly confirm so that I can go ahead with my contribution. 

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. (Ms.) Ngala): It is supposed to be… 

 

(Hon. Mlanda stood on a Point of Order) 

 

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. (Ms.) Ngala): Yes. 

Hon. Mlanda: Madam Speaker, with the noise out there we are not able to concentrate. 
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The Temporary Speaker (Hon. (Ms.) Ngala): Kindly take care of that noise outside. 

Those are Members who are supposed to be here and it is not fair that they are outside making 

noise for the rest of us. Honourable Members, it is not right that when we are all supposed to be 

here debating, others are outside carrying out a different agenda. It should be noted in future. It is 

not Hon. James Nzaro but Hon. Japhet Nzaro.  

Hon. Nzaro: Thank you for your guidance. Madam Speaker, I think I am discussing the 

right report now. I wish to point out the reason as to why I wanted this statement from the CEC 

Member in charge of Health. Madam Speaker, it is quite disappointing in this era when you go to 

our hospitals and find that there are no drugs. Madam Speaker, these are essential drugs and if 

you look at our County, you will all agree with me that it has a high occurrence of malaria 

contagion. It is quite unfortunate that when you go to the hospital there are no anti-malarial drugs 

for our people. It is assumed at the grassroots level that we are giving a death sentence to the 

citizens of Kilifi.  

It is for this very reason, Madam Speaker that I decided to visit some of the hospitals in 

the County and I found out that there were no anti-malarial drugs by the time I sought an answer 

to this statement. Madam Speaker, malaria is a killer disease, and if you do not find these drugs 

in our hospitals and yet it is known that this is the common ailment that our people suffer from, 

then I am sure we are doing injustice to the health of the citizens. Madam speaker, if you look at 

why I said that the doctors responsible for these hospitals are selling these drugs, it is not a 

secret. This is what happens; the medical personnel create artificial shortages in the hospitals and 

because there is a time frame where they are supposed to procure these drugs, they do not 

procure these drugs on time hereby creating artificial shortages for these essential drugs, Madam 

Speaker. What does this imply if somebody fails to get these drugs? These things are always 

being done in our hospitals so that some people can benefit. If somebody does not procure these 

drugs on time so that he gets a chance to buy from an outside source and sell at a profit to our 

people, then this should be considered an injustice. It does not go with what our Constitution 

provides and I think the honourable Member for Adu has highlighted that Article 43 of this 

Constitution which we swore to uphold in this Assembly when we were being sworn in is being 

violated.  

Madam Speaker, this issue of drug is very sad. If you take a look at my sentiments at the 

time I was visiting a hospital and the medical personnel told me that they had received a lorry 

load of syringes. I wondered how the hospital authorities can procure a lorry load of syringes and 

yet anti-malarial drugs are not available to the patients.  

I felt like something was amiss. When I tried to inquire, that is when I got flabbergasted 

because I was told that even that consignment which the Governor had launched, those drugs 

were not the true drugs which we had advocated. I was told that they were a consignment of 

syringes; you know it was a very serious allegation which I thought... 

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. (Ms.) Ngala): Hon. Nzaro, do you have any proof to 

those allegations? We need proof because if you went to a hospital and someone told you that, 

then did you get proof? 

Hon. Nzaro: Madam Speaker, I have a proof of what I am saying. I took pictures of the 

consignment when I visited that hospital and I can produce those pictures in this Assembly. 

 

(Hon. Nzaka stood on Point of Order) 

 

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. (Ms.) Ngala): Yes Hon. Nzaka. 
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Hon. Nzaka: Madam Speaker, this House goes by documentary evidence. If at all the 

Member who is on the Floor has the evidence, then he has to prove to this House because we 

don’t go by allegations here. Thank you. 

 

(Applause) 

 

Hon. Nzaro: Thank you. Madam Speaker, I think I have pointed it out that given time, I 

will produce those pictures I took when I visited one of the hospitals. Madam Speaker if you 

look at… 

(Hon. (Ms.) Mbeyu stood on a Point of Order) 

 

Hon. (Ms.) Mbeyu: Point of order Madam Speaker! 

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. (Ms.) Ngala): Yes, Hon. (Ms.) Mbeyu.  

Hon. (Ms.) Mbeyu: Madam Speaker. First; the Member on the Floor is not well dressed. 

The tie is not aligned. Secondly; we need evidence, delivered evidence from Ganze. We have the 

consignment and the report is on the Table. What we need is the delivery report from Ganze 

health Center and not pictures. Those syringes could have been there for a very long time, what 

we need is the delivery report in tandem with the consignment which was sent to Ganze in May 

2014. Thank you.   

 

(Applause) 

 

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. (Ms.) Ngala): Yes, thank you Hon. (Ms.) Mbeyu. That 

was what I was trying to say. We need evidence. Kindly proceed in addressing other issues and 

leave this one pending until you are able to produce evidence.  

Hon. Nzaro: Thank you. Madam Speaker, if you look at what this report is all about, you 

will find that it was addressing the short-comings which I personally saw when I visited some of 

these hospitals. I tried to interrogate some of the hospital personnel and I found out that the 

absence of these drugs made these personnel not motivated to work. Their main role is to offer 

health services to our people. So if these drugs are not available, it simply means they cannot 

work.  

An individual goes to a hospital where he or she requires some services and then if the 

drug is not available, the health personnel knows that he/she cannot do anything to this person. 

So he just sits and relaxes but in essence, our people are suffering in the hands of this laxity in 

ensuring provision of these drugs. 

Madam Speaker, the notion that these people arrive in these health facilities late is an 

area under discussion which other honourable Members can agree to. When I visited some of the 

hospitals, I found out that the staff who were suppose to be working in the hospitals offer their 

services very late, some even as late as 10.00 a.m. and leave very early, as early as 2.00 p.m. So 

all the sick people who visit these facilities earlier or past the stated times above get it very 

rough.  

There are also facilities in this County where services are not offered during weekends or 

during the night hours while the ailments that beget our people do not know time. Some of the 

patients go a little bit late to these facilities requiring services. However, some of these services 

are not available.  
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Madam Speaker, the Health function was devolved and if this function was devolved, 

then it is our duty to ensure that our citizens get proper services. Madam Speaker, I think from 

this report there are some issues which the Health docket is trying to address. I will suggest that 

they speed up their way of working so that the health of our people is not jeopardized. Madam 

Speaker, with those few remarks, I beg also to concur with the honourable Member for tabling 

these reports and giving them to this House. Thank you very 

 much. 

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. (Ms.) Ngala): Yes Hon. (Ms.) Mbeyu. 

Hon. (Ms.) Mbeyu: Thank you Madam Speaker, I rise to support this report. Madam 

Speaker, on page one when the issue of the consignment was done by His Excellency, the 

Governor, Amason Jeffa Kingi, I was the only Member then in Health Committee when I stood 

for the Chair on that day when he was flagging off those drugs and according to the report tabled 

and the consignment report tabled to the Principal Clerk, we are pretty sure that those were the 

kind of drugs which were sent to the health facilities.  

We cannot agree that what were sent to Ganze were syringes. Secondly; Madam Speaker, 

I will talk about the malaria issue. In Kilifi County as at now KEMRI (Kenya Medical Research 

Institute) has curbed Malaria cases in the larger Kilifi District and these cases are very few; only 

to those families which were given nets and they don’t use them because of some superstitions 

… 

 

(Hon. Nzaro stood on a Point of Order) 

 

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Ms. Ngala): Yes Hon. Nzaro. 

Hon. Nzaro: Madam Speaker, I think the Member on the Floor is trying to mislead this 

House because the malaria drugs were procured while she is saying malaria in this County is 

curbed by KEMRI. I think she is misleading this House because no procurement would have 

been made for these drugs Madam Speaker. 

Hon. (Ms.) Mbeyu: Thank you. I think the Member could have listened to what I was 

saying to the end and then rise on a Point of Order. Malaria has been curbed by the use of 

mosquito nets in the larger County because as I tell you, every pregnant woman who goes to 

Kilifi District Hospital is given a Mosquito net. It is through the use of these nets at the family or 

the household level that we have those reduced cases of malaria, but it has really been curbed. 

There is no family in Kilifi County which has not been provided with nets or cannot buy nets. So 

it’s that level that the small number of households who are not using these mosquito nets who 

have these small cases and these malaria drugs have been sent to most of the health facilities in 

the County.  

Madam Speaker, I want to speak about the CHWs, which is noted here. I think there was 

a Motion which was brought to this House about the CHWs for them to be paid and to my 

disappointment, the Chair of Health said that a package of only Ksh 7,000 could not be sustained 

by the Government. As at now, health has been fully devolved. We want this revived and we 

want the County Government to take case of these people. There is a lot of house to house work 

that they are doing for the community and Ksh 7,000 is very little money for a mature person 

working at this level of CHWs to be paid. Ksh 7,000 may be a one day budget for one person in 

a house-hold when it’s meant for a whole month for somebody working in that capacity. Since 

the Health department is fully devolved, this should be devolved down to the County 
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Government and the CEC Health should be able to look into issues of the CHWs working in the 

County.  

Lastly, Madam Speaker, I want to talk on the issues of these types of visits done by 

Health officials. I think we need to monitor and my able Chairman of Labour was talking about 

digitalization of the register for these health workers. We accept that they don’t have facilities 

within their working stations in the dispensaries or health centers. It is one responsibility to make 

sure… this is a very sensitive sector, health is very sensitive and they need to work for the people 

day and night. It is supposed to be 24 hour work and not a one time job, just because one does 

not reside in the health center then he or she comes at his or her own pleasure. This needs 

monetary service and we need to see these health workers working for the Kilifi people. I beg to 

support. Thank you. 

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. (Ms.) Ngala): Thank you honourable Members. Any 

other contributions? If there are no any other contributions…Yes Hon. Hassan. 

Hon. Hassan: Thank you, Madam Speaker. I just stand to support the Motion. That’s all 

in my contribution. 

 

(Laughter) 

 

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Ms. Ngala): Thank you. If there are no other 

contributions… 

 

(Hon. Nzaro stood on a Point of Order) 

 

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Ms. Ngala): Yes, Hon. Nzaro. 

Hon. Nzaro: What we are discussing is not a Motion but a report. 

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Ms. Ngala): Yes Hon. Mwayaa. 

Hon. Mwayaa: Asante Madam Spika. Kwa heshima ya Nyumba hii, mimi ni 

mwanakamati wa Afya na kwa vile ripoti hii imezungumziwa sana, sitaingilia sana. Naomba 

mwenyekiti akipata ripoti kama hii aweze kujulisha wanakamati wake kwa sababu nikiangalia 

hivi hata zile hospitali kwangu Kayafungo na zahanati naona hazikuangaliwa hapa. Sasa 

nitajiuliza kama hazifanyi kazi tena ama zinafanya kazi kwa sababu hazijatembelewa na 

nilikuwa natazamia kwamba kwenye ripoti hii nione kwamba hazijatembelewa na kama 

hajatembelea, atatembea lini? Ama pengine kama haziendelei nijulishwe. 

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Ms. Ngala): Thank you… 

Hon. Mwayaa: Pili, Madam, nataka niongee kidogo kwa upande mwengine na ufahamu 

wangu na utalaamu wangu nilio nao kwa upande wa sekta ya afya mpaka nikachaguliwa. 

Tunaweza tukaongea kitu sisi kama serikali ya Kaunti lakini hizi dawa za malaria si jukumu la 

serikali;  hii ni jukumu la Serikali kuu kupitia kwa sekta ya Afya ambayo imegatuliwa ingawa 

hizi dawa za malaria peke yake bado kuna kitengo hakijagatuliwa. Kwa hivyo, tunaweza 

tukaonekana tunaenda njia ambazo ni panda tukiwa hatutaangalia sana na kuhusisha hasa 

wataalamu kama sisi ambao tulichaguliwa tukaingia katika nyanja hizo za afya. Madam Spika, 

naomba nikomee hapo. Asante sana. 

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Ms. Ngala): Honourable Members, I want to thank you 

for all your contributions and I want to call upon Hon. Kiraga to give his final comments and I 

want to stress on the point that the Members have contributed upon especially those areas which 

have not been visited. Thank you.  
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Hon. Kiraga: Thank you, Madam Speaker. First of all, may I take this opportunity to 

thank those who have contributed positively and even those who have not gotten the opportunity 

to contribute. I believe there are four of these reports. Madam Speaker, I just want to start 

responding to issues raised by the last Member who has contributed who is one of the able 

Members of the Health Committee.  These reports were tabled before the Health Committee and 

the Clerk can affirm to the same; it was tabled and the minutes are there. Madam Speaker, if 

called upon, I can give the same minutes to this House to confirm that this report was tabled 

before the floor of the Committee.  

Madam Speaker, the same Member is trying to mislead this House by saying that the 

provision of anti-malarial drugs is not a function of the County Government. The provision of 

anti-malarial drugs was fully devolved; it is a function of the County Government. Madam 

Speaker, the department of Health was 99% devolved to the Counties. What remains as a 

National function is 1%. An example is Policy; it is one function which still remains with the 

National Government.  

Madam Speaker, I want to react to Hon. Emmanuel Chai’s comments. Is he around? He 

talked about the late reporting of health workers. Madam Speaker, I want to say this; in Kilifi 

County, we have 88 dispensaries, we have 18 health centres and 4 County hospitals including: 

Bamba and Mariakani.  

Madam Speaker, to man a dispensary to what the health policy confirms, we need four 

trained health workers whereas in a health centre we need 16 trained health workers and these 

are trained from Kenya Medical Training College (KMTC). We are not saying the CHWs are not 

trained from KMTCs. So if you go down to the reality on the ground, you will find that in one 

dispensary we have only one nurse. That same nurse has to be there from morning to evening. 

The policy guidelines are that in a dispensary they work day time. Saa mbili anakuja pale…. 

 

(Laughter) 

 

Hon. Kiraga: I am sorry, she/he reports to work at eight; the normal working hours 

obviously should be eight hours. Nevertheless, you will find such a person working up to 6 p.m. 

so when she/he retires in his or her bed… These are our people in this County, they are human 

beings if we expect these people either to go late to work or to absent themselves…. we have 

seen in some instances even the CHWs sitting on the chair of the nurse-in-charge. Why? Because 

the nurse in charge is either sick because these are human beings. So I am projecting this because 

I want you to understand that we have some challenges as far as health department is 

concerned… 

 

(Hon. Chai stood on a Point of Order) 

 

 The Temporary Speaker(Hon. (Ms.) Ngala): Hon. Kiraga, there is a point of 

order. 

 Hon. Chai: Mimi nafikiria kufikia hapo ambapo umefika Mheshimiwa 

Mwenyekiti, ni lazima tukubali kwamba sisi ambao tuko hapa sio eti kwamba tunawatetesha ama 

tunawakashifu wale wafanyikazi. Kile kitu ambacho nilikuwa nataka nieleze ni kwamba, ni 

lazime tuonekane kama waheshimiwa ni hatua gani ambayo tunaichukua ili tuone ya kwamba 

katika hizo namba ambazo umesema kwa hizo zahanati kuwa na wafanyikazi wanne ambao 
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wametoka mafunzo, tutawaleta namna gani ili tuone kwamba wananchi wetu wanapata zile 

huduma ambazo wanazihitaji? 

Tukisema wale ni wanadamu basi inaonekana hapo wazi kabisa kama Mwenyekiti wa hii 

kamati ya Afya itakuwa ni kama ambaye tunataka wananchi wetu wale wawe wanaendelea 

kuteseka kwa sababu ni wanadamu. Tuangalie ni kitu gani hapo ambacho tunaweza tukafanya 

kama Idara ya Afya ambacho tunaweza tukaona ya kwamba zahanati zile zinahudumia wananchi 

wetu vile tunavyotaka. Asante sana.  

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. (Ms.) Ngala): Thank you Hon. Chai, continue Hon. 

Kiraga. 

Hon. Kiraga: I just want to thank the Honourable Member for seeing the light. He is 

now trying to see the light. Thank you very much. What am projecting is that these are human 

beings and they are bound to make some mistakes. Bearing in mind that they are very 

insufficient in this County, they are over worked and they are over loaded.  That is why, if I go to 

a certain dispensary and note that the health personnel or the staff in charge is not around, then I 

should seek (to find out) why is she/he absent. I want you to know that we have a lot of 

challenges in these areas. Next time you see such cases (try to) recall that these are some of the 

challenges we are facing in this County.  

Madam Speaker, I just want to react on to Hon. Matsaki that he did not see one of his 

health facilities which were not visited. Madam Speaker, I want to believe that the health 

department within a span of a very few months managed to visit some of those facilities which 

have been highlighted here, and these are 31 health facilities. Some have been visited more than 

once depending on the need.  I now urge Members, we are representatives of people let us… 

because I believe there was a purpose and a mission as to why the visits were made.  

Although some of these visits are prompt visits, they are visits as per the guideline policy 

but I wish also to urge Members since we are representatives of the people if there is anything in 

any facility in your ward, the numbers have been given there. Let us try to help one another. For 

example the Health Committee on Friday is visiting Sabaki and Ganda dispensaries and these are 

issues which have been brought before the floor of the Committee and we are visiting those 

facilities, so let us also help one another in those areas.  

Coming to Hon. Pascal, I think what I have highlighted earlier on has at least given light 

to what he was trying to project on the Committee failing to pin point why the health staffs report 

late. To add on to that, I think Hon. Pascal was also positively trying to highlight some of the 

challenges like staffing. Those are some of the dispensaries and health institutions which do not 

have staff quarters. The health workers sometimes travel for almost 20 km to reach to that 

facility.  

Some of the health facilities are situated in very tough environments where you will find 

no rental houses. A health worker is forced to travel a few kilometers to get a residential place 

for him/her and to commute on a daily basis. So thank you very much Hon. Pascal for being very 

positive. 

 On the payment of the CHWs. Madam Speaker, first of all, may I thank this Assembly 

because the health department is getting the lions share as far as the budget is concerned. May I 

sincerely thank the honourable Chair of Budget and his entire Committee and the entire 

Membership of this House. On this vote, as far as we are getting the lions share, this vote is not 

enough. We are getting around Ksh 1.2 billion in the health department. The wage bill of the 

Health department is Ksh 700 million for your information, out of the Ksh 1.2 billion, what is 

left for recurrent expenditure and development expenditures? We are left with Ksh 500,000 
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million, isn’t it? Within the Ksh 500,000 million we have the development expenditure and 

recurrent expenditure. We are now left… Like in the 2013/14 budget we were only left with Ksh 

226 million for the development expenditure. What I am I saying? There are so many CHWs in 

this County and mind you they are not (included) in the wage bill. The Ksh 700 million I am 

trying to project here does not include the CHWs. If we include the CHWs, what are we saying? 

The Budget Committee and the entire Membership (will have to) increase the budgetary 

allocation of the department of health to almost Ksh 1.8 billion (so that) we (can) bill (the) 

CHWs.  

From Hon. Nzaro, I go to Hon. Stanley and then to Hon. (Ms.) Mbeyu. Now, Hon. 

Nzaro… 

(Hon. Kenga stood on a Point of Order) 

 

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. (Ms.) Ngala): Yes Hon. Kenga. 

Hon. Kenga: Thank you very much. Madam Speaker, Standing Order No. 191 (states) 

that after a Motion or a Paper (has been laid) the right of reply (should be) proposed. A Member 

rising in his or her place may claim that the mover be now called upon to reply. Even as he/she 

makes the reply it is not (in order for him or her to) address individual persons. We are the voice 

of the people of Kilifi County and if we are talking about people going to work very late and 

absenting themselves from work… These are the issues that are affecting the members of the 

public.  

He is a Member of the County Assembly and he should not in a way portray to be an 

Executive Arm to this House. So I wish to move that he takes care of the interest of the people of 

Kilifi. We understand there is shortage of staff and we understand that the budget allocation is 

not enough. Again, as a Member who has been elected to represent the people of Kilifi County, 

let him take the right decision that he is one of us and he should not act as if he is an Executive 

Member in charge of Health Services. Thank you. 

 

(Applause) 

 

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Ms. Ngala): Thank you Hon. Kenga. Hon. Kiraga I want 

to suggest that you address issues generally. Address the questions that were given to you by the 

honourable Members generally not answering an individual Mheshimiwa directly, and please 

conclude on your final comments. 

Hon. Kiraga: Thank you. Madam Speaker, my biggest problem is in pin pointing an 

individual and I might have taken it from you by confusion. You had said that “can you now 

address to everybodys concern as they have been projected?” but I am for that…  

Madam Speaker, Hon. Nzaro was talking of Malaria. I want to inform this House that in 

Kenya as a whole. Kenya has done a lot as far as malaria is concerned. Malaria cases have 

greatly gone down, as it has been highlighted by one Member here. Madam Speaker, we have 

four species of Malaria. I am pointing this out because there is a point I want to drive home. We 

have a species called PF that is Plasmodium Falciparum we have a species … 

 

(Laughter) 
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The Temporary Speaker (Hon. (Ms.) Ngala): Hon. Member, with due respect, I think 

those terminologies are not required at the moment. Please just give us general answers to these 

questions. 

Hon. Kiraga: Madam Speaker, the information I am giving (to this House) is very 

important. In Coast Provence, the Specie which is found is the PF and… 

 

(Hon. (Ms.) Mbeyu stood on a Point of Order) 

 

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. (Ms.) Ngala): Yes Hon. (Ms.) Mbeyu. 

Hon. (Ms.) Mbeyu: Madam Speaker, we need your guidance here. As much as the Chair 

of Health wants to educate us on the species and the types of malarias, he needs time to 

summarize on his points, then at his Committee level, he can have a class and educate us on 

malaria. Thank you. 

(Laughter) 

 

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. (Ms.) Ngala): Noted Hon. (Ms.) Mbeyu. Please Hon. 

Kiraga can you wind up 

Hon. Kiraga: Thank you very much. Madam Speaker, the information I was trying to go 

give was very important but nevertheless… One Member was talking of having some pictures of 

a lorry of syringes. Madam Speaker, that to me is totally wrong. It is just like projecting… We 

cannot have a lorry of syringes for sure. The information of a lorry of syringes going to one 

dispensary is wrong and needs to be verified.   

As the Chairperson of Health Services Committee, am taking this one very seriously and 

please Madam Speaker, give us a date for the verification of this information by that Member.  

Otherwise Madam Speaker, (I want to) thank those one who have positively contributed 

and as it has been said by one Member, if we need some of this civic education as far as malaria 

is concerned, I am ready at any time to give it to this House. Thank you very much, Madam 

Speaker. 

(Laughter) 

 

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. (Ms.) Ngala): Thank you Hon. Kiraga for that detailed 

response. 

 

ADJORNMENT 

 

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. (Ms.) Ngala): There being no other business, this House 

stands adjourn until 2.30 p. m. today. Thank you. 

 

The House rose at 11.00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


