
March4, 2015 COUNTYASSEMBLY DEBATES  1 

 

Disclaimer: The electronic version of the Official Hansard Report is for information purposes only. A 

certified version of this Report can be obtained from the Hansard Editor. 

 

COUNTYASSEMBLY OF KILIFI 
 

THE HANSARD 
 

Wednesday, 4
th 

March, 2015 
 

The House met at the Temporary Chambers at the defunct Malindi Municipal Council, Malindi 

Town, 2.30 p.m. 

 

[The Speaker (Hon. Kahindi) in the Chair] 

 

PRAYERS 

 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE CHAIR 

 

The Speaker (Hon. Kahindi): Hon. Members, today we are privileged to have students 

from Sawa Sawa Timboni Academy. They are here to see how transactions of the Assembly go 

on. Whose visitors are they, if I may ask? 

 

(Loud consultations) 

 

The Speaker (Hon. Kahindi):  Any Member to welcome them, Hon. (Ms.) Arafa please. 

Hon. (Ms.) Arafa: Thank you, Mr. Speaker Sir,for giving me this opportunity to 

welcome Sawa Sawa Academy from Watamu; Hon. Ibrahim is on his way coming. Sawa Sawa 

Academy you are welcome to our Assembly.We are contented to see that our schools within 

KilifiCounty are interested to learn and see how their leaders conduct their activities and 

discover the various goings-on within the Assembly.We are privileged to be with you.Thank you 

very much, Mr. Speaker Sir. 

 

(Applause) 

 

The Speaker (Hon. Kahindi): The most unfortunate thing is that, I don’t know who is 

heading the delegation of the school;that has not been forwarded to me and it is a total breach, 

Mr. Clerk. They also deserve to appear in the Hansard now that they were here but now we have 

only made an acclamation of their presence but I don’t even know who the gentlemanand the 

good lady are. That notwithstanding,you are most welcome and we will not ask for your names 

now but we appreciate that you have taken your time out of your school calendar to be with us. 

You are most encouraged because it’s good to see what the law making process is and to 

understand the nitty-gritty of it. 
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PAPER LAID 

 

REPORT OF THE SECTORAL COMMITTEE ON JUSTICE AND LEGAL AFFAIRS ON 

LAND EXTENSIONS BY SALT FIRMS IN MAGARINI SUB-COUNTY 

 

The Speaker (Hon. Kahindi):  Chairperson, Justice and Legal Affairs Committee. 

Hon. Matsaki: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I want to take this opportunity to present a Report of the 

Sectoral Committeeon Justice and Legal Affairs on land extensions by salt firms in Magarini 

Sub-County. The CountyAssembly of KilifiCommittee on Justice and Legal Affairs was 

constituted on 23
rd
 April, 2013 pursuant to the provisions of Standing Order No. 192 and 

reconstituted on 31
st
 July, 2014 and has executed its mandate in accordance with the provisions 

of the said Standing Order 192(5), which mandates the Committee to, inter alia; 

 

a) Investigate and inquire into all matters relating to the assigned departments as they may 

deem necessary, and as may be referred to them by the CountyAssembly; 

b) Make Reports and recommendations to the CountyAssembly as often as possible, 

including recommendation of proposed legislation.  

 

According to Schedule II of the Standing Orders, the Committee examines all matters related 

to Constitutional affairs, the Administration of Law and Justice, including the elections, ethics, 

integrity and anti-corruption and human rights. 

The following are Members of the Committee: 

 

COMMITTEEMEMBERSHIP 

 

 

NO. NAME TITLE 

1. VALENTINE MATSAKI MWAMANGA CHAIRPERSON 

2. BARKA A. MOHAMMED VICE-CHAIRPERSON 

3. NIXON CHARO MRAMBA MEMBER 

4. STEPHEN BAHATI MLANDA MEMBER 

5. ESTHER DZIZA ALBERT MEMBER 

6. ADAMSON KADENGE MWATHETHE MEMBER 

7. ANDERSON NGOMBO KITHI MEMBER 

8. GRACE MBODZA CHIHANGA MEMBER 

9. COSMAS FOLENI KENGA MEMBER 

 

 

BACKGROUND 

 

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE SECTORAL COMMITTEE ON JUSTICE AND LEGAL 

AFFAIRS 

 

The Sectoral Committee on Justice and Legal Affairs is established under Standing Order No. 

192 with the mandate to vet and Report on all appointments where the Constitution or any law 
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requires the CountyAssembly to approve and make Reports and recommendations to the 

CountyAssembly. 

 

HISTORY AND BUSINESS OVERVIEW OF KENSALT LTD 

 

Kensalt Ltd was started in 1975 with 6,000 acres of land in Gongoni near Malindi. The 

Salt refinery was installed in Mombasa on a 7-acre plot. At present, Kensalt manufactures 680 

metric tons of salt per day that is approximately 250,000 tons per annum and controls 75% of the 

market in Kenya and 50% in Uganda. Kensalt also exports to Tanzania, Rwanda, South Sudan, 

DR Congo and Burundi. 

 

HISTORY AND BUSINESS OVERVIEW OF KRYSTALLINE SALT LTD 

 

Krystalline Salt Limited is the one of the largest salt producer in East Africa. They 

produceapproximately 200,000 Metric Tonnes of Raw Salt annually, with 100% of the raw salt 

harvested from the warm Indian Ocean. 

 

Krystalline Salt Limited was established in 1984, primarily as a salt manufacturer, with 

sales and distribution as a support function. It took almost a decade to harvest the 1st batch of 

salt.The Head Office is based in Nairobi, Kenya. The Salt works, refinery and packing operations 

are located 20 Kms from Malindi town in Gongoni, Marereni and Kurawa, all on Malindi-Lamu 

road. Their Sales and Distribution operations are carried out from Changamwe, Mombasa. They 

have Distribution Depots in Nairobi and Malaba. Currently their products are available in Kenya, 

Tanzania, Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi, DR Congo, North Malawi and South Sudan. 

 

Our desire to embrace and adapt to new state of the art technology has kept us well 

ahead. In 2011, we invested in a new Refinery that increased our production capacity of 350,000 

Tons annually. 

 

The company takes pride in its Corporate Social Responsibility projects. Currently 

Krystalline Salt provides access to mineral water for approximately 10,000 members of the 

community. 

 

LAND EXTENSIONS BY SALT FIRMS 

 

A Motion was tabled by Hon. Albert Kiraga on 31
st
 July, 2013 on alleged land extensions 

by Salt Firms in Gongoni area. The Speaker committed it to the Labour and Social Welfare 

Committee and Justice and Legal Affairs Committee. The jointCommittees held several meetings 

at the sites and at the Assembly premises to discuss and investigate the Motion. 

 

MANDATE OF THE COMMITTEE 

 

The Committee is mandated to, amongst other matters, to investigate, inquire into, and 

report on all matters relating to Constitutional affairs, the administration of law and justice, 

including the elections, ethics, integrity and anti-corruption and human rights 
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COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

 

The Committee visited Krystalline Gongoni Salt on 21
st
 September, 2013, Malindi Salt 

on 24
th
 September, 2013 and Gongoni on 13

th
 March, 2014. They held a meeting at the 

Assembly conference hall on 11
th
 November 2013, Thursday 6

th
 and Monday 10

th
 March, 2014. 

On Thursday 6
th
 March, Hon. Albert Kiraga brought before the Committee three Reports on the 

Salt Firms’ Land Extensions. They showed a survey and maps of the alleged lands that have 

been encroached. The Committee resolved to visit Gongoni area to collect more information to 

assist with their Report compilation. 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

 

The Committee wishes to sincerely thank the Office of the Speaker and the Clerk of the 

CountyAssembly for the necessary support extended to it in the execution of its mandate. 

The Chairperson of the Committee takes this opportunity to thank all Members of the 

Committee for their patience, sacrifice, endurance and hard work during the long sitting hours 

under tight schedules which enabled us to complete the tasks. 

The Committee wishes to record its appreciation for the services rendered by the staff of 

the CountyAssembly attached to the Committee. Their efforts made the work of the Committee 

and the production of this Report possible. 

The Committee also wishes to extend its appreciation to the administration of Gongoni, 

the area Ward representative, the community members and the managers of the various firms 

who made the investigation possible through their support, guidance and cooperation. 

Finally, it is my pleasant duty, on behalf of the Sectoral Committee on Justice and Legal 

Affairs, to recommend this Report to the House Pursuant to the provision of Standing Orders of 

the CountyAssembly. On behalf of the Committee, I request the Assembly to adopt the Report. 

 

COMMITTEE FINDINGS 

 

After conducting the investigation exercise, the Committee made the following 

observations and findings:-  

There are several public roads that have been blocked. These roads include: 

� Gongoni to Ngomeni road - blocked by Krystalline. 

� Kijandoni road –blocked by Kensalt 

� Robin Island Road-blocked by Malindi Salt  

� Marereni (Giriama Village road) 

� Kurawa (Bomukwani road) 

� Kemu (Bomukwani road) 

� Marereni (Sidi Mnyapara road) 

The fresh water points around the salts firms have turned salty. 

There are people whose lands were taken by the firms that were not fully compensated 

and some were not compensated at all. 

There are rivers and well/streams that have been blocked due to the activities of the salt 

firms. These rivers include:- 

� Kurawa River  -at Kanagoni 



March4, 2015 COUNTYASSEMBLY DEBATES  5 

 

Disclaimer: The electronic version of the Official Hansard Report is for information purposes only. A 

certified version of this Report can be obtained from the Hansard Editor. 

 

� Belesa River - at Marereni 

� Kambi ya waya River 

� Kadzuyini River 

These wells include:- 

� Kinyalwe well- blocked by Krystalline salt 

� Kwa Tabu Kenga well- blocked by Malindi salt 

� Kurawa wells 

� Kemu wells 

� Wells at Krystalline Marereni 

� Solow salt- Msumarini 

 

There has been noticeable encroachment by the salt firms into people’s lands.  

The salt firms have dug trenches around their firms as boundaries and this has caused the 

water surrounding wells to be sucked dry due to the concentrated salt. 

The firms do not discard their waste appropriately (don’t have buffer zones) leading to drying 

of vegetation. 

The firms have dumped very concentrated salt water into the sea leading to the death of sea 

creatures such as crabs, fish and prawns. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE COMMITTEE 

 

At the end of the process, the Committee made the following recommendations:- 

� The salt firms that are in the process of encroaching on people’s land to stop 

immediately. 

� The blocked rivers to be unblocked immediately as there was no environmental 

assessment Report and the water to follow its original course. 

� Those who were either compensated less or not compensated at all for the destruction of 

the crops in their shambas to be done so.  

� The salt firms (Malindi and Krystalline) to pay for the construction of the 50 meter 

corridor that is to be left leading to Robinson Island.  

� The land was given to the slat firms for salt harvest that is not being used to be reverted 

back to the local people in order for them to use it for agriculture purposes. 

� The boundaries of all the salt firms to be made clear and published. 

� To establish the true land ownership of the land which the firms are on and the procedure 

on how they were acquired. Their title deeds to be looks at. 

� The social corporate responsibility to those firms to be enhanced and publicized. 

� All the firms to work closely with the local leaders. 

� All the roads blocked to the ocean to be cleared and opened to the public. 

� The encroached land to be returned to the rightful owners. 

Mr. Speaker, I think the Report is open for debate. Thank you. 

 

(Laughter) 

 

The Speaker (Hon. Kahindi): That is the preserve of the Speaker to decide whether 

indeed the Report is going to be debated. It has not even been seconded.  
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(Hon. Mlanda raised his hand to second the Report) 

 

The Speaker (Hon. Kahindi): Thank you Hon. Mlanda. I hope you are acknowledging 

the secondment of that Report. Honourable Members, having listened to that very long Report 

presented by the able Chair, I now propose that the said Report is ready for debate. Yes,Hon. 

Pascal. 

Hon. Pascal: Thank you Mr. Speaker, Sir for granting me this opportunity to actually air 

my views on the same. Mr. Speaker, first I take this opportunity to congratulate and applaud the 

efforts of this Committee for a job well done.  

Mr. Speaker, we understand that having gone through this Committees work, we have 

seen what we call land alienation: land being taken from the public by the salt firms without their 

consent.This has affected the production of food especially in Kilifi where we have seen a lot of 

people along the salt belt have lost their land through businesses like what we are seeing here.  

Mr. Speaker, having gone through this Report, we have seen that there are so many roads 

which are closed and we know it is the right to each and every person to access the beach front 

for recreational and picnics. We find that the closure of access to these roads have not gone down 

very well with the public because they cannot get to these recreational centers. By pointing out 

the vices that are being done to the communityby the closure of the roads and giving out 

recommendations that these roads should be open in one way or the other, the Committee is 

solving a very critical problem that is really affecting the community. 

Again, Mr. Speaker, we have seen that there are physical features that have been affected 

by the encroachment of these salt firms. We have rivers and wells which have been a source of 

water to the public and food to some communities of that area being closed. It is an 

injusticebeing done to the people of Kilifi and these recommendations that these rivers be opened 

up is a positive indication that this Committeeis doing very good work. 

Mr. Speaker, we have heard that these salt firms have encroached people’s land. Land is a 

scarce resource and it is not gotten easily. If somebody has his community land encroached by an 

investor, in one way or the other we are driving the rights of that particular person to own this 

scarce and very important resource. I concur with the recommendations that this land has to go 

back to the people so that they can have that piece of land and in produce whatever they used 

produce before the land was taken away from them. 

Another activitythat we have seen being carried out by the salt firms is the dumping of 

salty residue substances in the waters which has affected the lives of the aquatic animals. We 

have seen fish dying just because of the deposit of the salty waters and other effluent from these 

factories. I believe if you go through these Committee findings, there is no environmental impact 

assessment was done to allow these companies to sort of deposit their effluenceinto the ocean. 

This has brought about the death of sea animals/creatures which in one way or the other we are 

only but affecting the creatures and the animals. Mr. Speaker… 

The Speaker (Hon. Kahindi): You need to wind up HonourableMember. 

Hon. Pascal: Yes, to wind up Mr. Speaker, you will find that despite the good work that 

the Committeedid, they failed to point out a very imperative matter. As the Justice Committee, 

they failed to look onto the welfare of the workers who were fired. Some of the sentiments which 

we have received concerning these salt firms are that they provide very hostile working 

environment with no equipment.The Committee could have pointed this out so that as we look 

for the solution we also deal with that.With those few remarks, I support this Report.Thank you.  

The Speaker (Hon. Kahindi): Hon. Japhet Nzaro. 
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Hon. Nzaro: Thank you Mr. Speaker, I rise to support the adoption of this Report.Kindly 

allow me to give my views on this Report. Mr. Speaker, every person in this Country has to be 

treated equally according to the Law and the people in Magarini at the salt belt are no exception. 

It is very sad to find people encroaching on your property without your permission. Mr. Speaker, 

this is encouraging impunity of which this Country and as a County we should stand up and fight 

impunity.  

Mr. Speaker, the residents neighboring salt works are suffering and it’s a high time we 

act and ensure that they get justice. We should also be guided by the Constitution that we 

passed.If you look at Article 42, the right to a clean and healthy environment… if our Eco 

systems are being done awaybecause of encroaching on these private lands, we find that there 

also some sea creatures which are endangered. I think we should protect these Eco systems that 

are also part of our heritage.  

Mr. Speaker, if you look at some of the findings on this Report, where we are informed 

that there are some water points which are now salty because of the diversion of these waters 

which are going to these areas.It deprives our Citizens the clean and safe water that is one of the 

Bill of rights. If you look at Article 43 of our Constitution, it clearly entails that our citizens 

should have clean and safe water in adequate quantities. If the water pointswhere they are to get 

fresh water are now salty because of these concentrated salty activities being done by these 

companies, I think it is depriving our residents of the resource which they should have gotten. It 

is not just a mere right but it is enshrined in this Constitution and we are ensured upon it.  

Mr. Speaker, they should also have reasonable access to water, health and infrastructure. 

If you look at what has been talked about, these salty works went and blocked our roads which 

our citizens were using to access the beach fronts. This is an injustice of the highest order.The 

Committee in their recommendations did a great job in advocating that those roads get unblocked 

so that our citizens can access the beach fronts as they wish because this is part of their area and 

they should enjoy it fully. Mr. Speaker, theCommittee did a very wonderful job and I hope this 

Report will find the day in this House and I am here to defend it to the letter. Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. 

The Speaker (Hon. Kahindi): Thank you very much. Hon. Hassan. 

Hon. Hassan: Nashukuru sana, Mheshimiwa Spika, kwa kunipa nafasi hii. Moja kwa 

moja napenda kuchukua nafasi hii kutoa mchango wangu kuhusu Ripoti hii ya Kamati ya Haki 

na Sheria. Nimesimama kwanza kwa kusema naunga mkono na kuwapatia pongezi kwa kazi yao 

nzuri. Mheshimiwa Spika, kilicho nigusa zaidi hapa ni swala la maji; tuna visima sita na mito 

minne ambayo imezibwa.  

Mheshimiwa Spika, ningeomba kwa uwezo wa Bunge hili, tuunde sheria na hatua za 

haraka iwezekanavyo ili kwamba hivi vyanzo vyote vya maji vifunguliwe na watu wetu wapate 

kunufaika kwa haraka. Mheshimiwa Spika, juzi tu Mheshimiwa Kiraga alileta hoja ya ulalamishi 

wa maji.Kumbe suluhisho la karibu lipo, isipokuwa tu ni baadhi ya makampuni haya 

yametufanyia uzembe na dhuluma. Ombi langu kubwa zaidi Mheshimiwa Spika, ningeliomba 

tuchukue hatua za haraka ili watu wetu wanufaike. Nimesimama kuunga mkono, asante. 

The Speaker (Hon. Kahindi): Thank you. Hon. Matano. 

Hon. Matano:Basi, asante Mheshimiwa Spika. Nami napenda kupongeza Kamati hii 

kwa kazi hii nzito waliyoifanya hasa nikiangalia kwa yale mapendekezo yao nambari tano na 

nambari sita.Wamesisitiza ya kwamba kuna mashamba kampuni hizi zilipewa na bado 

hayajatumika.Wananchi wanateseka kwa kukosa mahali pa kufanya ukulima na hata kwa 

makaazi. Kamati imeaomba mashamba yale yakiwezekana yapewe Wananchi. 
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Nambari sita imesema kwamba; mipaka ya kampuni hizi itambulike. Bw. Spika tunajua 

kama Kaunti yetu ya Kilifi tuko na shida kubwa juu ya mashamba.Hapa kuna watu wamekuja 

kuwezeka na pale walipopewa kuwekeza, wamewekeza mpaka sehemu ambazo ni makaazi na 

mashamba ya watu. Mimi ningeomba Ripoti hii ipite haraka na hatua zichukuliwe, asante 

Mheshimiwa Spika. 

The Speaker (Hon. Kahindi): Thank you Hon. Teddy (Mwambire) 

Hon. Mwambire: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker, for granting me this opportunity. 

I take this chance to congratulate the Committee that I was formally a Member of before we 

reconstituted our Committees. Mr. Speaker, I am very happy that finally we are discussing 

thisReport. However, there are some short falls in thisReport that I would like to point out. I am 

a commoner in that area and an investor in that Sub-County as well. Mr. Speaker, if you look at 

the Report especiallyin their findings they ought to have come outvery clearly.Findings do not 

just mean what you see even what you hearcould also be a finding. 

One, there is Kadzuhoni river or stream which was not quoted in the Reportwhich is also 

blocked.  

Second, Mr. Speaker, I think it is obvious that they could have indicated there is 

persistent flooding because of blockage of those rivers. This is something that normally happens 

and I believe if it is not by the end of this month by next month this County needs to be prepared 

to intervene due to floods.I highly support this Reportas it recommends that all those rivers that 

are blocked should be unblocked.I am very happy because I know there will be a smooth flow of 

water and the community can be in a better position to start water harvesting.  

If they are blocking rivers, it means that when the water goes to the….because there is no 

buffer zone when the water goes close to those companies the water now turns to be salty to the 

extent that they cannot come up with water pans which can hold that water. So if the water just 

goes freely, they would be in a position to harvest water and to use it for subsistence farming 

among other issues.  

Mr. Speaker, what we need to do apart from encouraging investors…It’s now high time 

we could have added the recommendation…. whereby their social corporate responsibility 

should be elaborated.Any Member regardless of whether you come from Magarini or Ganze can 

be in a position to know the benefits those people are giving to the great people of KilifiCounty. 

Mr. Speaker, there are somethings which are not very clear.Even though this company 

started in 1975, I think it’s now very noble that such a company should not just take raw 

materials from Kilifi to Mombasa for manufacturing. Kilifi can be in a position to allocate land 

for the manufacturing process.We are being denied some very important jobs. It is not practical 

for a person from Kilifi to go to Mombasa to serve as a watchman if that company’s production 

and manufacturing was been done in Kilifi. If the head office could be in Kilifi, we could be 

reaping a lot. So it seems to some extent, Mr. Speaker, that most of the social cooperate 

responsibilities are either being offered to people in Nairobi or in Mombasa instead of the people 

inKilifiwho undergo all the sufferings.  

Those are some of things that need to be justified in the Reportwith our recommendations 

even though they were already stipulated. I want it to go in the Hansard so that in future when we 

are engaging them they should be clear.When we visited them, they pointed out some projects 

that they claimed were assisting the community;however there is no indication to prove that they 

are the ones who are doing it.Again, they are very minimal considering the tonnage that they are 

reaping from our County. With those few but very important points Mr. Speaker, I beg my 
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colleagues to support this Report since the Leader of Minority who could be an obstacle has 

already joined our camp and is supporting the Report. Thank you very much Mr. Speaker. 

 The Speaker (Hon. Kahindi): Thank you. Hon. (Ms.) Mbeyu. 

 Hon. (Ms.) Mbeyu: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I rise to support the Report and to 

congratulate the Committee on Justice and Legal Affairs for coming up with these 

recommendations. Mr. Speaker, when you look at some of the findings on the fresh water points 

that have turned salty, this matter has turned to be a hardship for the women.The girl child wakes 

up early in the morning in search of fresh water instead of going to school.  

Here, we are facing issues that are mostly affecting the women and the girls in this area 

and issues of water are pertinent. We are looking at the blocked rivers that could have helped our 

people. The women, the girls and the men need to have access to fresh water while they are all 

blocked so I rise to support this Report; and where the land has been encroached, some people 

were not fully compensated and others were not compensated at all. We wish our 

recommendations to be followed up so that these people can be compensated and where any 

other disadvantage has come to our people in this area be done the right way.  

Last but not least is about the Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) of these firms.We 

just had a few, I was one of the Members who visited that place Mr. Speaker,and we want to hear 

these firms doing CSR in these areas. You will find schools in such areas do not have classes, no 

roofs, and no toilets. These firms make a lot of money out of our land and out of our water and 

cannot even construct a toilet in one of the schools. So we wish this Report be adopted and a 

follow up made so that our people benefit from these firms. I beg to support. Thank you.  

 The Speaker (Hon. Kahindi): Hon. Nzaka. 

Hon. Nzaka: Thank you Mr. Speaker, Sir. I stand to support thisReport and congratulate 

my able Chair Hon. Matsaki and the entire team for the job well done. Mr. Speaker, 

Sir,according to my own statistics, I have realized that Gongoni Ward is the area where we can 

get more revenue and it’s the richest area as well. Nevertheless,we can see the people of Gongoni  

living without good infrastructure, no schools, bad roads and the buildings around them are not 

in good standards because there is no CSR in that area.  

These salt firms Mr. Speaker, Sir, are minerals that go to the neighbouring countries like; 

Tanzania, Uganda, Rwanda and Burundi, but the revenue or the input we are getting from these 

firms surely it’s really amazing. Mr. Speaker, Sir, the Committee findings did a good job but you 

see here I have realized that there are some rivers or areas were closed by these firms which 

shows that there is no water and even farming is not possible in that area.  

The fishing exercise is not good because even the roads to the beach areas or ocean are 

closed; I think something should be done. I support the findings or the recommendations of the 

Committee. If this House will adopt this Report, people from that area will have good living 

standardsand they will get health facilities. Thank you Mr. Speaker, Sir.  

The Speaker (Hon. Kahindi): Hon. Mramba. 

Hon. Mramba: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for giving me this opportunity to 

contribute.Though I am a Member of the Justice and Legal Affairs Committee, I wish to 

congratulate the able Member for Gongoni Hon. Albert Kiraga Hare, for having thought it better 

to represent his people and bring such a Motion to this Assembly.  

Mr. Speaker,WilliamShakespeare once said “in the face of oppression, silence is a 

crime”. Mr. Speaker, the people of Gongoni and its environs have been reduced to beggars and 

squatters as if they are not in Kenya. Mr. Speaker, these people have not known freedom since 
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independence.It is a shame that over 50 years after independence our people can be pushed to the 

corner as if they are living in concentration camps during the time of Hitler in Germany. 

The able Chair for the Justice and Legal Affairs Committee together with his team 

conducted a survey and came up with a Report. We need to pass it and not just pass it but 

implement it as well. There is no compromise on that. Let this Report pass here and whoever is 

mandated to implement what is contained here must work very hard to make sure this report is 

implemented to the letter and within the reasonable time possible. Mr. Speaker, I beg to support. 

Thank you. 

The Speaker (Hon. Kahindi): Dr. Mzungu Chitibwi. Members have decided to be very 

eloquent today. William Shakespeare, Hitler... 

 

(Laughter) 

 

Hon. (Dr.) Chitibwi: Thank you very much Mr. Speaker for giving me this opportunity 

to contribute to this debate. I wish to support the adoption of these recommendations. Mr. 

Speaker, when this problem was presented by Hon. (Dr.) Kiraga, it was very pathetic… 

 

(Hon. Kiraga rose on a Point of Order) 

 

(Laughter) 

 

Hon. (Dr.) Chitibwi: I withdraw. 

 

(Laughter) 

 

The Speaker (Hon. Kahindi): Thank you. Hon. Kiraga it seems they want you to obtain a 

Doctorate. You need to purse your studies very well. Yes proceed. 

Hon. (Dr.) Chitibwi: I was only anticipating because I know Hon. Kiraga is in school 

and am sure he is going to become a doctor and I pray for him. When this issue was brought to 

the House, the problem as presented was very pathetic and I was wondering why the people of 

that areas i.e. Gongoni and its environs should be suffering in that manner. 

 Sometime back in 1980/83, I used to visit those areas and you could get fresh water by 

digging one foot or two. When this picture was presented, I was assuming that a lot of things 

have happened and they may not be reversible. What I have seen from these findings is 

somebody who was just relaxed. Somebody was given permission to set up salt works or 

harvesting salt but they did not follow the guidelines. Am sure the Environment 

ImpactAssessment was not followed and these recommendations are very simple.  

I believe there is no company that cannot afford to implement these recommendations 

because it is not going to cost a lot of money for one.Technically or technologically it is not 

going to beimpossible and my request to this House as I said much earlier in another debate, we 

are a House, we have got the authority and we are the Government in KilifiCounty. We should 

not go back to those old days when we were saying, tunaomba serikali tukufu.We are not going 

to askfor a Serikali tukufu, we are the Serikali tukufu in this County now. Aswe are now 

debating,another issue of Rain Drops ishere and we said we can take action. I believe if this 

Report is adopted, the relevant Committee should ensure that all these recommendations are 

followed.  
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A simple thing of somebody encroaching on another person’s land; there is nothing 

difficult in that one. A simple thing of opening a road; what is difficult about that? A simple 

thing of opening ways for the riverto flow;what is difficult about that? I recommend the adoption 

and vigorous follow up of this Report so that the suffering of these people can be reduced. Thank 

you, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker (Hon. Kahindi): Hon. (Ms.) Arafa. 

Hon. (Ms.) Arafa: Thank you. Mr. Speaker, Sir for giving me this opportunity to 

contribute to this Report. I am happy that this Report at the end has reached this House. It has 

been very long; I used to be a Member of this Committee but am happy that we have found our 

way.  

Mr. Speaker, Sir, in Kenya we have a lot of laws and policies but we have seen big 

challenges in enforcement of these Laws.  According to the Environmental Management Act 

(EMA), every project should first do the social-economic survey.That is why you can…The 

people living here are growing maize, cassava… is lower than coming up with salt firms. So, we 

want to see how much these people used to get in these salt firms in terms of livelihood and how 

much are they getting now we have the salt firms. 

Mr.Speaker, Sir, it is very pathetic. Marereni used to be the Kitale of KilifiCounty but 

now if you go to Marereni on issues of agriculture; it is very down because salinity is very high. 

The firms have come adjacent to the road to an extent that if you grow any crop in Marereni or in 

these areas where these salt firms are, you can’t get any product.  

We have seen that during any project before it kicks off, the community is supposed to be 

involved. The Community is supposed to participate in public hearing. I am saying this because 

last week there was an advert in Nation paper that one of the salt firms in Marereni wants to 

increase its land. The Community is supposed to send its comments whether the land should be 

increased or not. So, it is high time for this House, Committee on Environment and Natural 

Resources, Committee on Agriculture and the House at large to work with the community down 

there to see; these people want to increase the land, does the land belong to them or the 

community?  

On the issue of compensation according to the Resettlement Action Plan, there is partial 

compensation and full compensation. If the land belongs to the Community, and they are 

resettled, they are supposed to be fully compensated. So, we have to find out more. If the land 

belonged to this community, they have to be compensated fully and not partially.  At the end Mr. 

Speaker, Sir, it doesn’t just affect wealth wise. Let’s see the community in Marereni. They 

depend more on fishing, but do they have access to these fishing points? They can’t access them. 

The level of fish in all the Marine Eco-Systemsis highly degraded because the mangroves have 

been destroyed. The Mangroves are being cut everyday to increase their acreage.  

My question is to the Kenya Forest Service; since they are the custodians of the natural 

resources in Kenya, are they giving permission to these people to cut the mangroves so that they 

increase their acreage? Are they giving them a line so that they block the entrance to the 

mangrove forest so that fishermen can enrich their fishing points?  

Mr. Speaker, I am very sure and happy that most of the Members have been contributing 

to this Report. It is just last week we passed a Motion to come up with a policy on water 

harvesting, storage and conservation and we have seen a very big challenge in front of us from 

these salt firms. We have to work effectively and very fast.Efficiently so that our peoplecan see 

the kind of leaders we have in this County. Thank you, Mr. Speaker, Sir. 

The Speaker (Hon. Kahindi): Hon. Stanley Kenga. 
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Hon. Kenga: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker for giving me an opportunity to make 

my contributions. Mr. Speaker, I wish to congratulate the Committee led by the honourable 

Chair Matsaki for a job well done. Mr. Speaker, I also wish to go on record that the Report we 

are discussing today is not a Report that is looking at the salt activities of salt firms within 

Gongoni Ward. It is looking at salt mining activities in Magarini Sub-County and more so in 

Magarini Division that cuts across Gongoni Ward and Adu Ward.  

Gongoni Ward is home to Krystalline Salt, Kensalt that is in Kadzuhoni and Malindi Salt 

in Kambi ya Waya. A large part of the salt investment is found in Adu Ward; that is Krystalline 

Marereni , Kurawa Salt Kanagoni, Kemu salt Mthoroni that is Mwenda pole, and Solar Salt 

Msumarini. In Adu Ward we have five salt mining companies and in Gongoni we have three 

mining companies. As Members contribute, let us be informed that this Report is about salt 

mining activities in the lager Magarini Sub-County and it’s not just looking at the issues of 

Gongoni Ward rather the Motion was brought and was supposed to cut across all these areas. 

Mr. Speaker, I wish to make this contribution that the coming of salt investors in 

Magarini Sub-County did not follow the proper channels, rules and procedures that are allowed. 

Members of the public were not given an opportunity and were not informed what was 

happening. When they got to know what was happening they were told that the Government had 

given some of these lands… If you go to Krystalline Salt Marereni, initially the land has been 

called… when this investor came the areawas called ‘Kwa Mulinge’ why?Because it is said that 

one of the high ranking officers in the Government of that time was awarded that land yet there 

were people living in that area.  

Mr. Speaker, by the coming of these salt investors, various rights of the individuals in 

that area were affected.Land rights people were coming to do investments while the members of 

the public had not been involved that their land was being taken away yet there was nothing that 

these people could do. We’ve witnessed forceful eviction;people being evicted at gunpoint 

anddestruction of crops. The leaders of the area, Hon. Hassan, Hon. Teddy Mwambire, Hon. 

(Ms.) Mbeyu and others have contributed that there were people who had the capacity to take 

their children to school and afford proper health careuntil when their cash crops was destroyed 

by large acreage of land being cleared to pave way for the salt firms.  

Mr. Speaker, as we talk, some of the beacons of these people have gone deeper into the 

Mangrove forest that is a Government forest. Some of the beacons have even gone deeper more 

than two hundred meters into the sea and the ocean is a public property that is not supposed to…. 

The Speaker (Hon. Kahindi): Let me get that one clear Hon. Stanley Kenga, are saying 

they have put up beacons inside the ocean? 

Hon. Kenga: Yes, Mr. Speaker, and it was even… and as I make my contributions, I 

want to say in the year 2005 and 2006 the honourable President of Kenya Hon. Kibaki mandated 

the Kenya National Commission on Human Rights to carry out investigations into the allegations 

of human rights violation and this is the Report that was given out. A public inquiry for two 

weeks was conducted at Marereni. Members of the public, members of the Government, 

members of the private sector, investors and the political leadership had an opportunity to air 

their issues. They were all in agreement that there was a mess that has affected the issues of land, 

forestry, fisheries, water and environment, affecting the economic life in the area, the social life 

of the people and even their health status.  

As we talk, we have had abnormal deliveries affecting the persons who reside in these 

areas. Scientifically, we need a research to be conducted so that we can affirm whether it is as a 

result of the salt mining activities. However Mr. Speaker, we are also aware that before the 
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coming of the salt investors, we had not witnessed such like issues. Members of the community 

feel these may have been caused by those activities.  

Pollution of the environment without putting in place proper measures could…then out of 

areas that Members of the public were shown as boundaries of the salt firms...Here is where the 

issues of extensions and encroachment … Today you are told this is the boundary and this is 

where the beacons are. The next day or after a few months or 5/2 years,you are again shown new 

beaconsof the land and new boundaries;this has affected the people of that area.  

Mr. Speaker, I wish to say that this is one of the Reports if you look at the experts who 

were given the opportunity, the witnesses, and people of high ranks in the government and the 

private sector gave independent views on the problem which were affecting the people. Mr. 

Speaker, it is just the same as the Report that you have heard that has been tabled by the 

Honourable Chair of Justice Committee within the CountyAssembly. What has been lacking is 

the implementation of this Report and that is where the Chair of the Implementation Committee 

now comes in.  

We need to see something being done to help the people of these areas. Already the 

National Land Commission sent a task force that was formed to prepare a Bill that would handle 

the issues of historical injustices and a Bill touching in the issues of mining. It has been a 

challenge whether salt is a chemical, a mineral or is it food?Therefore, the issues of labour 

rights… The employees that joined the chemical and allied union are saying salt is not a 

chemical so you are not to get such a… 

Mr. Speaker, there has been those challenges but again as I say even the issues of these 

people were given lease-hold which is supposed to serve for a certain number of years.Some of 

these salt firms lease-hold period is coming to end. As that happens, I wish to urge the County 

Government before either giving them an extension of the lease-hold,members of the public must 

fully participate in the process and those salt firms which have been seen to go against the terms 

and conditions in the lease document must be denied the extension of their lease hold.It’s also 

high time to note that we have investors within the County of Kilifi and even Members of the 

public maybe they are in a position to carry out the salt mining activities within those areas. 

More so or more importantly Mr. Speaker, is for the land that these people claim to have 

acquired and where people are living and residing in those areas, this land must go back to the 

members of the community to do their agricultural activities.  

Mr. Speaker, Franklin D. Roosevelt, the former president of the US said ‘…If you 

destroy land you are destroying the lives of the people.’ Where are the forests, the waters and 

every natural resource found?On land. We don’t want to go that way; I wish to urge Members of 

this Assembly that they support this Report, we adopt it and the implementation of the same is 

carried out in the soonest time possible. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

The Speaker (Hon. Kahindi): Thank you Hon. Stanley (Kenga). I was wondering 

whether the doctor in quotes was not going to say anything. Hon. Kiraga could you please 

continue. 

 

(Laughter) 

 

Hon. Kiraga:Thank you very much Mr. Speaker.Before I contribute, I wish to inform 

my fellow Honourable MCA Hon. Charo (Mramba) that I’m a Scientist and I majored in 

Microscopy, Scientology, Serology and the rest so if I am called a doctor, don’t be confused.  

(Laughter) 
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Hon. Kiraga: Mr. Speaker, I’m not going to say much because much has already been 

said. I want to congratulate the Chairperson of Justice and Legal Affairs led by Hon. Matsaki and 

his team for a very wonderful job done. Mr. Speaker, I wish to mention two things. One; there 

are eight salt farms in number.Only six are in operation because two have not been able to 

harvest salt since they were given those plots; these are Solar Salt and Wamunyu Salt found in 

Marereni Sub-Location in Magarini Sub-County.  

Mr. Speaker, there were conditions which were found in the lease agreement. One of the 

conditions was that the land, which these salt firms were being given, was entirely for salt 

production alone. That was a condition in the lease agreement. But what has been happening in 

some of these salt firms, their areas have turned into shambas at the expense of the common 

person who was flushed out. The community members were flashed out of those areas and 

instead of doing salt business, their even doing some shamba work and this cuts across almost 

every salt firm. Some salt firms have gone to an extent of planting casuarina trees. They are 

harvesting and selling them at the expense of the common person.   

Mr. Speaker, look at these two salt firms that have not been able to produce salt. If you 

go to the ground, there is nothing. The community people were flashed out of those areas but the 

land is now empty and nobody can attempt to go into those areas. If you do that, then the next 

day you find yourself in custody. 

 Mr. Speaker, Sir, I want just to highlight on the recommendations of the Committee 

number 4, which states that “the salt firms (Malindi and Krystalline ) to pay for the construction 

of the 50 meter corridor”. Mr. Speaker, most of the roads leading to the sea were blocked. The 

residents along the salt belt find it very hard to access the sea and this corridor which borders 

Malindi salt and Krystalline was meant entirely for a road. This road was to be built by the two 

companies but this is now the 15
th
 year nothing has happened. What they did is; Krystalline 

Marereni directed the lesser river to the corridor of the sea; while Malindi Salt took Kambi ya 

Waya River and directed it to that channel of the sea instead of constructing the road.  

We have a very big hotel in Robinson Island.The tourists’ who visit the Robinson 

Islandtravel at the wimps of the two salt firms.If they agree, let them pass, the hotel will get 

some tourists; if they don’t agree then no tourist gets through to the hotel. These are some of the 

things that are being seen in those areas. We have a road connecting to Gongoni and Ngomeni. It 

is now impassable. It is a road which is about three kilometers but currently somebody has to 

travel all the way to Mjanaheri, come to the main road, then go to Gongoni, a distance of about 

20 kilo meters. So, I think this should be looked into because I believe the salt firms are capable 

of unblocking all the roads and rivers. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, it is really disheartening to see a whole salt firm instead of making live 

fences rather Krystalline Marereni are putting up a trench across its salt firm in a manner of 

making a fence. The trenches are very deep in such a way that …we have coconut trees in the 

rare parts of the salt firms just towards the sea and it common to expect some people to get drunk 

there. A few people from towns travel to those areas and get drunk.However, with those 

trenches, others end up dying when they fall in those trenches.  

I have seen two kids from Kibaoni Primary School dying because of some trenches that 

were made by Kensalt and these things are happening in the eyes of the department of NEMA 

(National Environment Management Authority). A chunk of mangrove forests have been 

destroyed. If you look at this Report, you will see some photo… 
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(Hon.Mwambire rose on a Point of Information) 

 

The Speaker (Hon. Kahindi): Yes. Member, do you wish to be informed? 

Hon. Kiraga: I don’t wish to be informed Mr. Speaker, Sir. 

 

(Laughter) 

 

The Speaker (Hon. Kahindi): Sorry… 

Hon. Mwambire: It is just clarity so that it can go into the Hansard. 

The Speaker (Hon. Kahindi): Are you informing the Member or the House? 

Hon. Mwambire: The House and not the Member. 

The Speaker (Hon. Kahindi): No! There is nothing in the Standing Orders that… 

Hon. Kiraga: Thank you very much Mr. Speaker, Sir.For … 

 

(Laughter) 

 

The Speaker (Hon. Kahindi): There is only a Point of Order to stop a Member and you 

tell us which point of order you want to rise on or you rise on a point of information to inform 

the Memberon the Floor and not the rest of us.  

 

(Hon. Pascal rose on a Point of Order) 

 

The Speaker (Hon. Kahindi): Is it a point of order Leader of Minority? 

Hon. Pascal: We want the Member to give us clarity, if somebody died, how can you 

prove that? 

The Speaker (Hon. Kahindi): You see what you are doing Hon. Pascal, is out of order. 

You are addressing the Assembly without the approval of the Speaker.You are seated and 

whatever you are saying is not going on record.  

The honourable Member has his own right to say whatever he wants to say because it is 

his opinion, alright?  If somebody died in the trenches because he was drunk or whatever it is, all 

he is simply doing is he is trying to convince you to vote for that Report but you can inform him 

that he is not giving a true statement of facts, if he wishes. I don’t set the rules and I know you 

know the rule. Honourable Member, please proceed. 

Hon. Kiraga: Thank you very much Mr. Speaker, and if you deem it fit then I can bring 

the father… 

The Speaker (Hon. Kahindi): Bring your contributions to a conclusion. 

Hon. Kiraga: Thank you very much. More so Mr. Speaker, in the leasedocuments these 

people were informed to make what we called buffer zone. A buffer zone is going to protect 

what we call the prime, which is being through into the sea. A prime is a very concentrated liquid 

thatis thrown into the sea and by doing so;the lives of the sea animals are endangered.  

We have witnessed some fish, crabs and oystersthat have been captured in this 

Reportdying. More so the flow of the seawater, that is the high tide and low tide, has also been 

hampered leading to the death of the mangrove forest.  

Mr. Speaker, Sir, the action of clearing a very big chunk of the mangrove forest has 

affected Ngomeni village and right now Ngomeni village is being washed out. In some few years 

to come Mr. Speaker Sir, I believe Ngomeni is no longer going to be there but this is prompt to 
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scientific evidence and research. With those few remarks Mr. Speaker, I beg to support this 

Report and I beg to end there. Thank you very much. 

The Speaker (Hon. Kahindi): Hon. Matsaki, do you wish to make your submission? 

Kindly proceed. 

Hon. Matsaki: Mr. Speaker Sir, I want to take this opportunity first to congratulate all 

the Members who got time to contribute on this Report.  

I am going to be very brief. I’m sure this Report is overdue. It has taken so many months 

without seeing the light of this House, excluding today. We have tabled this Report and all the 

Members have supported the Report. I’m sure now that the people of Gongoni sub-County will 

see the light of this Assembly. So with those few remarks, I say thank you for supporting this 

Report. Thank you, Sir. 

The Speaker (Hon. Kahindi): Thank you very much, Hon. Matsaki for your submission. 

HonourableMembers, we have heard the deliberation of the Report as presented to you by the 

Chairperson of Justice and Legal Affairs (Committee). I now move to put the question that the 

Report as presented by the Committee be adopted. 

 

(Question put and agreed to) 

 

STATEMENT 

 

ORDER OF BUSINESS FOR THE WEEK STARTING FROM 9
TH
 MARCH TO 13

TH
 MARCH 

20152015AS APPROVED BY THE HOUSE BUSINESS COMMITTEE ON WEDNESDAY 

4
TH
 MARCH, 2015 

 

The Speaker (Hon. Kahindi): Leader of Minority. 

Hon. Pascal: Thank you. Mr. Speaker, Sir. Though it is the Leader of Majority party who 

is supposed to present this… 

The Speaker (Hon. Kahindi): I said Minority, okay thank you. 

Hon. Pascal: Okay. Thank you very much for granting me this opportunity to actually 

present to this Honourable House the Order of Business next week starting from 9
th
 March to 

13
th
 March 2015 as approved by the House Business Committee on Wednesday 4

th
 March 2014 

which is today.  

 

DAY DATE & TIME BUSINESS 

Monday 9
th
March, 2015 at 2:30 

p.m. 

� Debate on the Report of the Committee on 

Delegated County Legislation the KilifiCounty 

Emblems, Symbols and order of Protocol Bill, 

2014. 

� Notice of Motion by Hon. Albert Kiraga Hare to 

the Department of Roads and Public Works. 

� The KilifiCounty Emblems, Symbols and order of 

Protocol Bill 2014 (Second Training) 

Tuesday 10
th
March, 2015 at 9:30 

a.m. 

� Notice of Motion by Hon. Pascal T. Jacob to the 

Department of Roads and Public Works. 

� The KilifiCounty Emblems, Symbols and Order of 

Protocol Bill, 2014 (Committee of the Whole 
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House) 

� The KilifiCounty Emblems, Symbols and Order of 

Protocol, 2014 (Committee of the Whole House) 

Tuesday 10
th
March, 2015 at 2:30 

p.m. 

� Debate on the Report of the Scholarship and 

Vocational Training Committee on the 

KilifiCounty Ward Scholarship Fund 

Administration (Amendment) Bill, 2015. 

� The KilifiCounty Ward Scholarship Fund 

Administration (Amendment) Bill, 2015 (Second 

Reading) 

Wednesday 11
th
March, 2015 at 2:30 

p.m. 

� Statements 

� The KilifiCounty Ward Scholarship Fund 

Administration (Amendment) Bill, 2015 

(Committee of the Whole House). 

� The KilifiCounty Ward Scholarship Fund 

Administration (Amendment) Bill, 2015 (Third 

Reading) 

Thank you. Mr. Speaker, Sir. 

The Speaker (Hon. Kahindi): Do we have a Member to second that? 

 

(Hon. (Ms.) Arafa stood at her place to second) 

 

The Speaker (Hon. Kahindi): Thank you, Hon. (Ms.) Arafa. That is the Order of 

Business for next week. I am sure some of you are wondering what is happening. You know, for 

two years we have not had the House Business Committee but today was the first sitting and 

therefore if you look at the Standing Orders it is required that the business of next week be 

presented before the House so that you can anticipate what is to come next.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

The Speaker (Hon. Kahindi): There being no other business in the Order Paper, I now 

move to adjourn this sitting until next week on Monday, thank you very much. 

 

The House rose at 4. 35 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


